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TO THE 


READER. 


DR He Sermons weed ns 

Des Epiſtle of Gommenid a» 

tion before them «the 

Works of this Reve- 

rend Author (already, 

extant ' praiſe him tas 

the Gates : By means of a Perſon of 
Honour yet tivine, by 34 are now come 


3 | into 


To the Reader] 


#nto the Preſs for Publick uſe and 
benefit, For the ſubjetF matter , of 
theſe excellent Sermons, it is of all other 
the mot neceſſary, to make the Way of 
Chrit pleaſant to us, and to aſſure us 
of a bleſſed and glorious Reward at the 
end : Both which are handled by a 
Workman that needeth not to be aſha- 
med, What can more endear a Chriftian 
to the obedience of Chrift, than to find 
his very Yoke made eaſie, none of his 
Commands grievors, but his Ways, ways 
of pleaſantneff, and all his Paths peace ; 
beſides the great and everlaſting Re- 
ward to all them that walk in them ? 
And to quicken our diligence, that we be 
ot ſlothful, but followers of them, who 
through faith and obedienz inherit the 
promiſes, the Author hath adaed an- 
other ſerious and weighty Diſcourſe, to 
ſhew us, That ſtrait is the Gate, and 
narrow is the Way that leadeth unto 


life, 
Though 


To the Reader. 


Though Chriſts Precepts ave plain 
and eaſie to a ſizcere heart, that truly 
loves him; yet his Promiſes are not 
zo be obtained but by a univerſal en- 
deavour, in 4 uniform obedieme to all 
his Gommanas. | =_ 


I a word, Chriſts Yoke is eafie ;, this 
| ſhould invite us to take his Yoke upon 
' +; The Way is narrow that leadeth 
unto life, this ſhould provoke us with 
eqre and circumſpettion to walk in it, 
| The Reward is certain and infinite,this 
| ſhould encourage us, with greateſt di. 
| ligemce, that we may at laſt obtainthe 


| Promiſes © 


This we dout nobt was the defign 
of the Author in preaching theſe Ser- 
7nss; and we ao aſſyre thee no teſs 
in printing of them: Which that they 
may condnce to ſo bappy and bleſſed 
AB 
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to ſerve thee, | 
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' CHRIST'S YOKE 
An Eaftie Yo Ke, 


Matth. 11, 30. | 


- | 
For my Yove us eaſie, and my Burden is | 

light. | 

| 


Z HE Holy JzsUs came 


OS Ou , 
4 RAS to break from off our | 
[ 


S# necks tWO great YOKLS: 

9 the one of /in,by wioich | 
5y we were fertcred and | 
impriſoned in the con- 
dition of S/aves and miſerable per- l 
ſons ; the other of Meſes's Law, by 
B which 


PIR - 0 


(2) 
which we are kept in pupillage and 
minority, and a ſtate of imperteQion, 
and aſlerted unto us the glorious Li. 
berty of” the Sons of God, The firſt 
was a deſpotick Empire, the Govern- 
ment of a Tyrazt ; the ſecond was 
of a School- Maſter, ſevere, but it was 
in oder to a further good, yet no- 
thing pleaſant in the ſuffering and 
load. And now Chriſt having taken 


off theſe two, hath put on a third : 


he quits us or our 4zrdcz, but not of 
our d#ty, and hath chang'd the for- 
mer Tyrazzy, and the leſs perfect 
Diſcipline, into the ſweetneſs of pa- 
ternal Regiment, and the excellency 
or ſuch an Inſtitution, whoſe every 
Precept carries part of its reward in 

hand, and aſſurance of after Glories. 
Mojes Law was like ſharp and un- 
pleaſanc Phyfick, certainly paintul, 
but uncertainly healthful. For it 
w:s not then communicated to them 
by Prumiſe and univerſal _— 
fnar 


PRI A FY has © 


5p 
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that the end of their Obedience 
ſhould be Life Eternal. But they 


| ere full of hopes i' might be ſo; as 
| we are of health, when we have a 
" learned and wiſe Phyſicien : But as 
' yet the reward was in a cloud, and 


. the hopes in fettcers and conftine- 


- ment. 


But the Law of Chriſt is like 
Chriſt's healing of Diſeaſes, he does 
it eaſily. 2nd he does it z#fall;bly, The 
event is certainly ccni quent, and 
the manner of cure is by a touch of 
his Hand,or a word of his Mouth, or 
an approximation to the hem of his 
Garment, without pains and vexati- 
ous Inſtruments. My meaning is; 
that Chriſtianity 1s by the aſliſtance 
of Chriſt's Spicir which he promiſed 
us, and gave us in the Goſpel, made 
very eaſy to us : and yet 2 reward {0 
greatis promiſed, as were enough to 
make a lame Man to walk, and a 
broken Arm endure the burden : a 
B 2 Reward 


(+43 


dred weight to a Giant is a light bur- 
den, becauſe his ſtrength is diſpro- 
portionably great, and makes it as 


eaſie to him,as an ounce 1s to a Child, | 


And yet if we had not the ſtrength 
of Giants, if the hundred weight 
were of Gold or Jewels, a weaker 
perſon would think it no trouble to 
bear that burden, if it were the re- 
ward of his portage,and the hire of 
his labours, The Spirit is given us to 
enablc us, and Heaven is promiſed 
toencourage us ; the firſt makes us 
able, and the ſecond makes us willizz : 
and when we have power and afftecti- 
ons we cannot complain of preſſure. 
And this is the meaning of our Bleſ- 


ſed Saviour's invitation in my Text, | 
Mat. 11.30. Which St. John alſo * 


obſcrved, 1 John 5. X, F, For this ts 
the love of God, that we keep his Comm- 


mandments. 


Reward great enough to make us | 
willin;zz to do vzolence to all our Inclina- |: 


tions, Paſſions and Deſires. A hun- |! 
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mandments; and his Commandments 
are not grievous. For whatſoever is 
born of' God, overcometh the World ; 

aud this is the Vittory that ov erconnidl 
evenour Faith ; that is, our belicf of 
God's Promiſes ; the promiſe of the 
Spirit for preſent aid, and of Hea- 
ven tor the future reward, 1s ſtrength 
enough to overcome all the World. 


But beſides, that God hath made 
his Yoke eaſe by exterior ſupports 
more than ever was in any other Re- 
ligion, Chriſtianity is of it ſelf, accor- 
ding to humane eſtimate, a Religion 
more eaſfte, and defirable by our "na 
tural and reaſonable appetites, than 
S:z in the midſt of all its pleaſures, 
and imaginary felicities, Vertue hath 
more pleaſure in ir than Sz, and 
hath all ſatisfq&ion to every defirc 
of Man in order to humane and pru- 
dent ends, which I thall repreſent in 
the conſideration of theſe particulars. 

B 3 I. .F9 
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I, 


To live according to the Laws of || 
Jeſus, is in ſome things moſt na- | 
tural and proportionable to the 
defixes and firſt intentions of 


nature, 
I I, 


There is in it leſs trouble than in 
Sin; 


14 L 


It conduces infinitely to rhe con- | 


tent of our lives, and natural 
and political ſatisfaction, 


8 'Y» 
It is a means to preſerve our tem- 
poral Lives long and healthy, 


V, 


it is moſt reaſonable ; and he on- 
ly 


by » AIRS x 
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ly is prudent that does ſo, and 
he a foul that does not ;, and all 
this, belide rhe conſideration of 
a glorious and happy Eternity. 


I. 

Concerning the firſt I conſider, 
that we do very ill, when inſtead of 
making our natural infirmity an in- 
ſtrument of humility,and of recourſe 
to the Grace of God ; we pretend 
the Sin of Adam to countenance our 
actual fins; natural infirmity to ex- 
cuſe our malice, either laying Adam 
in fault for deriving the diſability 
upon us, or God tor puting us into 
the neceſſity. But the evils that we 
feel in this, are from the rebellion of 
the inferior appetite againſt Reaſon, 
or againſt any Religion that puts 
reſtraint upon our firit deſires, And 
therefore in carnal and ſenſual inſtan- 
ces, accidentally we find the more 
natural averſneſs, becauſe God's 
D 4 Laws 
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Laws have put our irraſcible and con- * 


cupiſcible faculties in fetters and 
reſtraints : yet in matters of Duty, 
which are of immaterial and ſpiritual 
concernment, a/! our natural reaſon is 
a perfect enemy and contradiction to, 
and a Law againſt Vice, It 1s natural 
forus to love our Parents, and they 


that do not, are unnatural, they do | 


violence to thoſe diſpoſitions which 
God gave us to the conſtitution of 
our Nature, and for the defigns of 
Vertue ; and all thoſe tenderneſſes 
of affection, thoſe bowels and relent- 
ing diſpot.cions, which arc the en- 
dezrments of Parents and Children, 
are alſo the bands of Duty, Every 
degree of love makes Duty delecta- 
ble, and theretore either by Nature 
we are inclined to hate our Parents 
(which 1s ag1inſt all! Reaſon and Ex- 
perience) or elſe we are enclined to 
do them all that, whichis the effect 
ot love to ſuch ſuperiors, and prin- 
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(9) 
Jciples of being and dependency; 
Jand every prevarication from the 
'|Rule, Effects and Expreſſes of 
7 Love, is a contradiction to Nature, 
'and a mortification, to which we 
\ cannot be invited by any thing from 
within, but by ſomething from with- 
out, that s violent and preternatural, 
There are alſo many otherVirtues e- 
|. yen in the matter of ſenſual appetite, 
| whichnone can loſe but by altering 
in ſoinc degree tne natural diſpoſiti- 
on ; and I inſtance in the matter of 
carnality and uncleanneſs, to which 
poliibly ſome natures may think 
themſelves apt and diſpos'd ; but yet 
God hath put into our mouths a 
bridle to curb the licentiouſneſs of 
our ſpecdy appctite,yutting into our 
very natures, a principle as ſtrong 
to reſtrain it, as there 1s in us a dif- 
polition apr to invite us ; and this 1s 
alſo in thoſe who are moit apt to the 
Vice, Women and young Pcrions,to 
whom 


(8) 


Laws have put our irraſcible and con- 
cupiſcible faculties in tetters and |: 
reſtraints : yet in matters ot Duty, | 
which are of immaterial and ſpiritual |* 
concernment, al our natural reaſon is | 


a perfect enemy and contradiction to, 
and a Law azainſt Vice, Ic 1s natural 
forus to love our Parents, and they 
that do not, are unnatural, they do 
violence to thoſe diſpoſitions which 


God gave us to the conſtitution of | 
our Nature, and for the deſigns of | 


Vertue ; and all thoſe tenderneſſes 
of affection, thoſe bowels and relent- 
ing diſpoi.cions, which are the en- 
dezrments of Parents and Children, 
are alſothe bands of Duty, Every 
degree of love makes Duty delecta- 
ble, and theretore either by Nature 
we are inclined to hate our Parents 
(which 1s ag2inſt ai Reaſon and Ex- 
perience) or elſe we are enclined to 
do them all that, which is the effe&t 
ot loye to ſuch ſuperiors, and prin- 

ples 


(9) 


| Jciples of being and dependency ; 


and every prevarication from the 
Rule, Effects and Expreſſes of 
| Love, i is a contradiction to Nature, 
[and a mortification, to which we 
cannot be invited by any thing from 
within, but by ſomething from with- 


| out, that s violent and preternatural, 


There are alſo many otherVirtues e- 


; ven inthe matter of ſenſual appetite, 


which none can loſe bur by altering 
in ſoine degree tne natural diſpoſi ti 
on ; and [ inſtance in the matter of 
carnality and uncleanneſs, to which 

poliibly ſome natures may think 
themſclves apt and diſpos'd ; but yet 
God hath pur into our mouths a 
bridle to curb the licentiouſneſs of 
our ſpecdy appctite,yutting into our 
very natures, 4 principle” as ftrong 
to reſtrain it, as there is in us a dif. 
polition apr to invite |us ; and this 1s 
alſoin thoſe who are moſt apt to the 
Vice, Women and young Pcrions,to 
whom 
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whom God hath given a modeſty,  ! 
and ſhame of nature, that the enter- |” 
cainment of Luſt may become con- |: 
tradictory to our retreating and | 


backward modeſty, more than t' ey 
are ſatistatory to our too forward 
appetites. 

It is as great a mortification and 
violence to Nature to bluſh, as to 
loſe a defire ; and we find it true, 
when perſons are invited to confeſs 
their (ins, or to ask forgiveneſs pub- 
lickly z a ſecret ſmart is not ſo vio- 
lent, as a publick ſhame. And there- 
fore to do an action which brings 
ſhame all along, opens the ſanctu- 
aries of Nature, and makes all her 
retirements publick, and diſmantles 
her incloſure, as Luſt does ; and the 
ſhame of carnality hath in it more 
aſperity and abuſe to Nature, than 
the ſhort minutes of pleaſure, to 
which we are invited, can repay. 

There are unnatural Luſts ; Luſts, 

which 


n- 
d 
y | 
d 


i, 
r- 4 
z : 
' turn a Woman, and a Woman bc- 


| come a jeait in acting them: and 


II 


which are ſuch in their very conditi- 
on and conititurion, that a Man muſt 


al: Luits that are not unnatural in 


A 


; thetrown complexion, arc unnatu- 
; ral by a conſequent and accidental 
* violence, Andif Luſt hath in ir diſ- 


ſonancies to Nature, there are but 
tew Apologies left to excuſe our Sins 
upon Natures ſtock ; and all thar 
ſyſtem of principles, and rcafonable 
inducements to Virtue, which we 
cail the Law of Nature, is nothing 
clſe bur that firm ligature and in- 
corporation of Virtue to our natural 
principles and diſpoſitions, which 
whoſo prevaricates does more again{t 
Nature, than he thar reſtrains his ap- 
petite, And beſides theſe particu- 
lars, there is not in our natural diſ- 
courſes any inclination directly or 
by intention of it ſelf contrary to the 
love of God, becauſe by [God] we 
under- 


SRC wg. Y 
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underſtand that fountain of being, 
which is infinitely perfe& in it ſell, 
and of great good to us, and what:-|: 
ſocver is ſo apprehended it is as na-} 


tural for us to love, as to love any 


thing in the world; for we caa| 
love nothing but what we belicye to| 


be good in it ſeli,or good tous. And 


beyond this there are in Nature ma-| 
ny Principles and Reaſons to make |. 
an aptneſs to acknowledge and con- | 
feſs God; and by the conſent of Na- | 
tions, which they alſo have learned | 


from the Dictates of their Nature, 


41l Men in ſome manner or other | 


worthip God. 

And therefore when this our Na- 
tare 1s determined in its own indefi- 
nite principle to the manner of Wor- 
ſhip, all acts againſt the Love, the 
Obedience, and Worſhip of God, are 
alſo againſt Nature,and offer it ſome 
rudeneſs and violence. And I ſhall 
obſerve this, and refer ir to every 

| Man's 


il 


| upon the ſtock of Nature as of Edu- 


Wc 


Wah Ae 


(13 ) 


: { Man's Reaſon and Experience, that 
P11 the great difhcultics commonly ap- 


4 


prehended, commence not ſo much 


cation, and evil habits, Our Virtues 
are difficult. becauſe we at firſt get zl 
habits ; and theſe habits mult be 1- 
ved. before we do well, and that's 
our trouble. But it by the ſtrictneſs 
of Diſcipline, and wholſome Fduca- 


tion, we begin. at firſt in our Duty, 


and practice of vertuous Ptinciples, 
we ſhall find Vertue made as natural 
to us, while it is cuſtomary and ha- 
bitual, as we pretend infirmity to be, 
and propenſity to vitious practices. 
And this we are taught by that ex- 

cellent Hebrew ; who Caid : II 7 ſao 
is eaſily ſeen of them that love her, 
and found of ſuch as ok ber: the pre- 
venteth chem that deſire her, in ma- 
king her ſelf firſt known unto them. 
IWhoſs ſeeketh her early ſhall have 70 
oreat travel, for he ſhall fiad her ſitting 


at 


(14) 
at his doors, Wild, 6. 12,13, 14. 


I 1. 


In the {tri obſervance of the Law 

ot Chnitianity there1s leſs trouble, 
than in the habitual courſes of Sin. 
Forit we confider the general dehign 
of Clinttanity, it propounds to us 
in this woi.d nothing tat is of dit- 
ficult pur. haſc, noting beyond what 
God allo.s us by oHfc ordinary and 
acommon providence, ſuch things 
witch we. arc to receive without care 
and folicitenus vexations: So that 
FDC CHGS ar7 BOthtiig, and the way 1s 
eafte 5 ang its walk dover with mach 
inmplicity and fwcetneſls, and thoſe 
Gbtaiwed WIGNCUt difficulty. 

He that propounds to live low, ,pi- 
61S, humble and retir'd, his main un- 
MV Ment is noting but fitting quiet, 
and nadiſturb'd with varieryot” imper- 
ctinent affuirs, Dut he chat "Sr the 

\W ozld 


| (1 
| World & its acquiſitions, entertains 
a thouſand buſinefles,and every bulti- 
neſs hath a world of imployment,and 
every imployment is multiplied and 
made intricate by circumſtances, and 
every circumſtance is to be diſputed, 
and he that diſputes, cver hath two 
lides in enmity and oppoſition, ' and 
by this time there is a gcnealogie, a 
long deſcent and cognation of trou- 
| bles, branch'd inty ſo many paricu- 
lars, that it is troubleſome to under- 
ſtand them, and much more to run 
through thera 

The wayes of Virtue, are much 
upon the defenſive, and the works 
one, unitorm and little: they are 
lice War within a ſtrong Caſtic, it 
they ſtand upon their guard, they 
ſc!dom need to ſtrike a ſftroxe; But 
Vice is like ſtorming of a Fort, full 
of Noiſe, Trouble, Labour, Dargcr 
and Diſeaſe. 

How ealte a thing it is to — 
the 


(16 ) 


the pledge ! bur if a Man means t6/] to 
deicat him that truſted him, what a! co 


world of Arts muſt he uſe ro-make| 
pretences ? to delay firſt, then to ex-| 
cuſe, then to obje&, then to intri- 
cate the buſineſs, next to quarre!;| 
then to forſware it, and all the way |. 


to palliate his Crime, and repreſent 


himſelf honeſt. And ifan oppreſſing |: 
and greedy perſon have a delign to |! 
cozen a young Heir, or to get his |! 


neighbours Land, the cares ot every 
day, and the interruptions of every 
nights {leep are more, than the pur- 
chaſe is worth ; ſince he might buy 
Virtue at halt that watching, and 
the leſs paintul care of a fewer num- 
ber of daves. A plain ſtory 1s ſoon- 
eſt told,and beſt confutes an intricate 
Lye. And when a Perſon is ex2- 
mined in Judzment;one falſe Anſwer 
asks more Wit for its ſupport and 
maintenance, than a Hiſtory ot 
Truth, And ſuch perſons are put 

to 


4 
» 
. a P25. ty 
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7 to ſo many ſhameful retreats, falſe 
'] colours, fuczzs's, and dawbings with 
'! untempered mortar to avoid "contra- 
! diction or diſcovery, that the labour 


of a falſe ſtory ſeems in the order of 
things to be defign'd the beginning 
of its puniſhment. And it we con- 


| {ider how great a part of our Religi- 
! on conliſts in Prayer, and how calic 
| a thing God requires of us, when he 
' commands us to pray for bleſſings, 


the duty of a Chriſtian cannot ſcent 
very troubleſome, 


And indeed I can hardly inſtance 


| in any Vice, but there is viſibly more 


pain in the order of acting and ob- 
ſerving it, than in the acquiſt Or pro- 
motion of Vertue. I have ſeen drun- 
ken perſons in their ſeas of Drizk 
and Talk,dread every Cup as a blow, 
and have uſed devices and private 
arts to eſcape the puniſhment of a 
full draught ; and the poor wretch bc- 
ing condemned by the laws of drink- 

C ing 
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inz to his meaſure, was forced and 


haled to execution, and he ſuffered 
ir, and thought himſelf engaged to 
that perſon, who with much kindneſs 
and importunity invited him to a Fe- 
ver; but certainly there was more 
pain in it than inthe ſtcictneſs of ho- 
iv and fevere Temperance. And he 
that ſhall compare the troudles and 
dangers of an Ambitions VVar with 
tlic vcntlenels and cafine!s of Peace, 
will! toon perceive that cvcry Tyrant 
and uſurping Prince, that ſnarches 
at his Nci»abours Rights, nath two 
Armies, one of Men , the other 
or Cares, Peace ſheds no Blood bu 


tar of the pruncd Vine, and hath | 


n0 ulincſs but modcit and quict en- 
rerrainments of the time opportune 
ior Picty, and circled with reward, 
But God cotren punithes Ambition 


and Pride with Luſt, and he ſent a 7 


Thom in the ficih as a corrective to 
thc Elevations ot St. Pant, growing 
| up 


\4| 


ed 7 
to 
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|up from the multitude of his Revela- 


[tions ; and it is not likely the Pun- 
'iſhment ſhould have leſs trouble than 


'the Crime, whoſe Pleaſures and Ob- 
liquity this was deſign'd to puniſh. 
'And indeed every Experience can 
verific, that an Adulterer hath in him 
| the impatience of Delires, che burn- 


ings of Luſt, the fear of Shame, the 
ipprehenſfions of a jealous, abus'd 
and enraged Husband, Heendures at- 
ironts, miſtimings, tedious waitings, 

tc dulneſs of Jelay, the regret of 
in-crruption, the confuſion and a- 
mazements of diſcovery, the ſcorns 
of a reproached Vice, the debaſings 
of contempt upon it ; unlcſs the 
Man grows impudent; and then he is 
more miſerable upon another ſtock, 
Burt David was ſo put to it, to at- 


' tempt, to obtain, to cnjoy B athſheba, 
; and to prevent the ſhame of 1t, thar 


; the difficulty was greater than all his 
Wit and Power, and it drove him: 
C 2 into 


( 20 ) 


into baſe and unworthy Arts, which 


difcovered him the more, and multi- 
plicd his Crime : But while he enjoy- 
ed the innocent pleaſures of his law- 
ful Bed, he had no more trouble in 
it, than there was in inclining his 
Head upon his Pillow. Vertue hath 
not half ſo much trouble in it, it 
ſkeeps quietly without ſtartings and 
affrighting fancies, it looks cheer- 
fully, ſmiles with much ſerenity ; 
and though it laughs not often, yet 


itis cycr delightful in the apprehen- | 
ſions of fome faculty. It fcars no 
Man, nor nothing, nor is it diſcom- | 
poſed ; and hath no concernments | 
in the great alterations of the World, | 
and entertains Death like a Friend, | 


and reckons the iſſues of it as the 
greateſt of his hopes : But Ambition 
1s full of diſtraction, it teems with 


| ſtratagems as Rebecca with ſtrugghng | 
Twins, and is {well'd with expecta- | 


tion asa Tympany, and ſleeps ſome- | 
times | 
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' times as the Wind in a Storm, {till 


and quiet for a minute, tnat it way 
burſt out in an imperuous blaſt, til] 

the chordage of his Heart-ſtrings 
crack ; Fears when none is nigh ; 

prevents things, which never had 
intention,and falls under the inevita- 
bility of ſuch accidents, which cicher 
could not be foreſeen, or not preven- 
ted, The wayes of S/z are crooked, 
deſert, rocky and uneven ; they 
are broad indeed, and there is varie- 
ty of ruins , and alluremeuts to en- 
tice Fools,and a large Theater to act- 
the bloody Tragedy of Souls upon, 
but they are nothing ſmooth, or ſafe, 

or delicate. The wayes of F veins 
are ſtrait, but not crooked ; narrow, 
but not unpleaſant. There are two 
Vices for one Vertue, and therefore 
the way to Hell muſt needs be of 
greater extent, latitude and diſlemi- 
nation. But becauſe I ertne is but 
one way, therctore it is calie, regu- 
3 lar 


( 22 ) | 

lar,and apt to walk in without errour ! i 
or diverſions. | 
Narrow i the Gate, and ſtrait is 
the way: It is true, conſidering our |: 
evil cuſtoms and depraved Natures, - 
by which we have made it ſo to us. 
Bur God hath made it more paſſable 
by his Grace and preſent Aids ; and 
St. Fob Baptift receiving his com- 
miſſion to Preach Repentance, It was 
expreſſed in theſe words, make plair 
the paths of the Lord, Tndeed Re- ' 
pentance is a rough and a ſharp Ver- 
tue, and like a Mattock and Spade 
breaks away all the roughneſs of the 
paſſage, and hindrances of fin , but 
when we cnter into the diſpolitions 
which Chriſt hath dehgn'd to us, the 
way is more plain and eaſic than | 
the wayes of Death and Hell. La- | 
bour it hath in it, juft as all things ' 
that are excellent, but no confult- 
ons, no diſtractions of thoughts, 
no amazements, no Jabyrinths, and 
intri- 


ur 
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 intricacy of counſels ; But ir is like 
| the Labours of Aericult: re, tall of 
health and ſimplicity, plaia and pro- 


ficable,rcquiring diligence,but fucit,in 


| which crafcs and painful firaragems 
{areuſeleſs, and impertinenc. But 
' Vice hath oftentimes ſo troublceſume 


a retinue, and {0 many objections in 


the event of things, is fo intangled 
' in difficult and contradictory circum- 


ſtances, hath in 1t parts ſo oppoltt 
to each other, and ſo incontiitent 


with the preſent condition of the 
; Man,or ſome ſecret delign of his, thar 


thoſe little pleaſurcs, which are its 
{ucus and pretence, are lefs perceiv'd 


and leaſt enjoycd, whiic they begin 


in phantaſtick Semblances, and riſe 


'up in ſmoak, vain and hurttul, and 
' end in Jiſariafadis. 


But it is conliderable, that God, 


| and the Sizzer, and the Devil, alt 
| joyn in increaſing tie difheulty and 
| trouble of Sin; upon contrary de- 
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or diverſions. 


Narrow is the Gate, and ſtrait is 
the way: It is true, conſidering our 
evil cuſtoms and depraved Nacures, 


by which we have made it ſo to us, 
But God hath made it more paſſable 
by his Grace and preſent Aids ; and 


St. Zohan Baptift receiving his com- | 


miſhon to Preach Repentance, it was 
expreſſed in theſe words, make plair 
the paths of the Lord, Tndeed Re- 
pentance is a rough and a ſharp Ver- 


tue, and like a Mattock and Spade ' 


breaks away all the roughneſs of the 
paſſage, and hindrances of fin ; but 


when we cnter into the diſpolitions 


which Chriſt hath delign'd to us, the 
way 1s more plain and eaſtc than 
the wayes of Death and Hell. La- 
bour it hath in it, juſt as all things 
that are excellent, but no conful- 
ons, no diſtractions of thoughts, 
no amazements, no Jabyrinths, and 

intri- 


lar,and apt to walk in without errour ! 


| ( 23 ) 
ur | intricacy of counſels ; - Bit it is like 
| health and limpliciry, piaia and pro- 
 fitable,requiring diligence,but ſych,in 
| which crafcs and painful flrarzgems 
is, | are uſeleſs, and impertinen:. "Bur 
le | Vice hath oftentimes ſo troubleſume 
1d a retinue, and fo many objections in 
n- .. the event of things, is {o intangled 
1s | in difficult and concerns; "ry Circum- 
iz | ſtances, hath in 1t parts ſo oppoltt 
e. to each other, and ſo inconfiitent 
r- with the preſent condition of the 
1c | Man,or ſome ſecret defign of his, that 
1@ | thoſe little pleafurcs, which are its 
it  /ucus and prerence, are leſs percciy'd 
as | and leaſt enjoyed, while tlicy begin 
ie | in phantaſtick Semblances, and rife 
n | up in ſmoak, vain and hurtrul, and 
1. ;endin diſſatisfacjon. 

's | But it is conliderabie, that God, 
i- | and the Sizzer, and the Devil, all 
hy | Joyn in increaſing the dithculty, and 
d | trouble of Sin; upon contrary de- 
C 4 {10's 
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ſigns indeed, but all cooperate to the ? 
verification of this Diſcourſe. For God 
by his reſtraining Grace, the checks of 
2 tender Conſcience, the bands of * 
publick Honeſty, the ſenſe of Hc- * 
nour and Reputation, the cuſtoms of 
Nations, and the ſeverities of Laws, 
makes, that in moſt Men the choice _ 
of Vice is imperic&, dubious and 
troubleſome, the pleaſures abated, 


the apprehenfions various, and in | j 


diftcring degrees ; and Men act their 
Crimes, while they are diſputing 
againſt them, and the Ballance 1s caſt | 
by a few Grains ; and ſcruples vex 
and diſquict the poſlcſſion ; and the 
diiterence is perccived to beſo little, 
that inconſfideration and inadver- 
tency is the greateſt means to de- | 
rermine many Men to the cntertain- 
ment 0f 2 Sin. F 
{.nd this God does with a deſign to | 
leflen our choice, and diſabuſe our 
perſwaſions from Arguments and 


weak 
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! weak pretences of Vice,and to invite 
'usto the trials of Vertue, when we 
ſee its enemy giving us ſo ill condi- 
| tions. And yet the ſinner himſelf 
| makes the buſineſs of Sin greater ; 
for its Nature is ſo loathſome, its 

pleaſure ſo little, and its promiſes ſo 
 unperformed, that when it lies open 
| and caſte, and apt to be diſcern'd, 
| there 1s no argument in it ready to 


invite us ; and Men hate a Vice, 
which is cvery day offered and pro- 
ſtirured ; and when they ſcek for 
pleaſure, unleſs difticulty preſent it, 
as there is nothing in it really to 
perſwade a choice, ſo there is no- 
thing ſtrong, or witty cnough to a- 
buſe a Man. And to this purpoſe 
(among ſome others which are mali- 
cious and crafty) the Devil gives 
aſiſtance, knowing that Men deſpiſe 
what is cheap: and common, and 
ſuſpe& a latent excellency to be in 
dificult and forbidden objects ; and 
| there- 
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therefore the Devil ſometimes croſſes” 
mn, knowing tat . q 
and docs ' 
his work ſufficiently - and yet the * 


an opportunity ot $ 
the detire is the iniquity, 
croſſin;; the deiire by impeding the 
act heightens the appctire,und makes 


it more violent and impatient, But | 


by all theſe means Sin is made more 
troubleſome, than the pleaſures of 
the Temptation can account tor: and 
it will be a ſtrange imprudence to 
:zeave Vertue upon pretence of its 
difficulty, when tor that very reaſon, 
we the rather entertain the inſtances 
of Sin, deſpiling a cheap Sin, and a 
coltly Vertue ; chooling to walk 
throagh the Brambles of a deſert, 
rather than to climb the Fruit-Trees 
of Paradiſe. 


Li 3. 


Vertue conduces infinitly to the 


content of our lives, to Secular fe- 


licities 


A— 


Y, 


+ 


of 


ſicsJlicities, and Political ſatisfactions ; 
aat Jand Vice doth the quite contrary. 
ocs JFor the bleſſings of this Life are 


the 
rhe 
<CS 
ut . 
rc 
of 
1d 


[O 


{theſe , that make iz happy, Peace 
[and Quictneſs, Content and Satis- 
faction of dclires, Ricncs, love of 
Friends and Neighbours ; Honour 
and Reputation abroad © 4 bealthfal 
Body and a long Lie. Th s laſt is a 
diitin&t Conideration, but the other 
2:e proper to tits Title. 

For the firlt it is certain. Peace 
was ſo deiizn'd by the Holy Feſzs, 
that he frantd all his Laws in com- 
plyance with that debgn. He, that 
returns good for cvil, a ſoic anſwer 
to the aſperity of his Enemy, Kkind- 
neſs to injurics, leſſens the conten- 
ti;n alwaycs, and ſometimes gets a 
Friend, and when he docs nail nc 
ſhames bis Enemy, Evcry lictle ac- 
cident in a family, to peeviſh and 
angry perſons,is the matter of a quar- 

| rel, diſcompoſes the Peace of the 
| Houſe, 
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Houſe, and ſets it on Fire, and nd 


Man can tell how tar that may beak 
it may be, to adiflolution of che! 
whole Fabrick. Burt whoſoever 0: 


beys the Laws of Feſws, bears with | kn 


the infirmities of his Relatives and? 


Society, ſceks with ſweetneſs to re- 


medy what is 11], and to prevent what 


it may producc, and throws water ; 


upon a ſpark ; and lives ſweetly with! "y 


his Wife, affectionately with his! 
Children, providently and diſcreetly] 
with his Servants, and they all love 
the Mijor dom, and look upon him 


as their Parent, their Guardian, their! my 


up 


Friend, their Patron , their Provedi-! 
tor. Butlook upona perſon angry, 
peaceleſs and diſturbed, when heen-| 
ters upon his threſhold, it g1VeS an 


alarm to his houſe, and puts them to| 
flight, or upon their detence ; and|:- 
the Wite reckons the joy of her day | 
is done when he returns ; and the|. 
Children enquire into their Father's| 


A 8gC) 
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ge, and think his Life tedious ; and 
os ; bs Servants curſe privately, and 
mn; do their ſervice as Slaves do, only 
' hen they dare not do otherwile 
iel and they ſerve him, as they ſerve a 
\nd Yon, they obey his Strength, and 
ro. FEAT his Cruelty, and deſpiſe his 
hy Manners, and hate his Perſon. No 
ter Man injoyes content in his Family 
ith but he that is peacetul and charita- 
ble, juſt and loving, forbearing and 
fly | forgiving,careful and provident. He 
\\'that i is not ſo, his Houſe may be his 
nlſutes. but it is mann'd by his Ene- 
-| ies z his Houſe is built not upon 
"| the Sand, bur upon the Waffs, and 
| upon a Tempeſt, the Foundation is 
uncertain, but his Ruine is not ſo. 
 Andif we extend the relations of 
the Man beyond his own Walls, he 
"dl. thatdoes his dury to his Neighbour, 
\that is, all offices of kindneſs, gen- 
% tleneſs and humanity, nothing ot in- 
Jury and affront,. is certain never to 
meet 


11 
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meet with a wrong (o great, as 15 the 


inconvnmonce of a Law-Suir, or the |: 
cont niion of Neighbours and all che? 


conlequnt dangers and troubles. 
Kynincls will create and invite 

kindncis ; an winy provokes an in- 

jury. And fince tne love of Neig!:- 


[ 


_ _ 
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Zire ruin'd by contention, and how 


he Jnany Spirits are broken by Care, 


ic 


re 


=] 


X&nd Contumely, Fear and Spight, 
which arc cntertain'd as Advocates 
70 promote 4 Suit of Law, will ſoon 
conltc(s, that a great loſs and peacea- 
ble quitting of 4 Leonid: -able Intere(t 
is 4 purchaſe and a gainzin reſpect of 


along Suit, and a vexatious Quar- 


rc]. 

And till it the Proportion riſes 
highcr, the Reaſon ſwels and grows 
more neceſſary and determinartc. For 
if we would live according to the 
Diſcipline of Chnſtian Rcigiun, one 


of the great PIagucs, Which vex the 


. World, would Ko nv morc. 


That there (ſhould be zo Wars, was 


; [one of the delivas of Chriſtianity, 


—_ 


1 
nm II PI n—nen—— 


'ind the living according to that In- 
\ſtitution, which 1s ablc to prevent all 
Wars, and to citabluh an univerſal 


and ercrnal Peace, when it is obeyed, 


15 the uſing an infaliible inſtrument 


toward 


(32) 


toward that part of our political hap. 
pineſs, which conſiſts in Peace, This} 
World would be an image of Hea-f? 
ven , it all Men were Charitable,| | li 
Peaceable, Juſt and Loving. To! | P 
this excellency all thoſe Precepts of| | c) 
Chriſt, which conſiſt in Forbearance! - at 
and Forgiveneſs, do cooperate, || cc 

But the next inſtance of the re-} | k 
ward of Holy Obedience and confor-\ te 
mity to Chriſt's Laws is it ſelfa duty,| is 
and needs no more but a meer repeti-| n 
tion of it, We muſt be content in|! th 
every State; and becauſe Chriſtia-| nz 
nity teaches us this leffon, it teaches| or 
us to be Happy : for nothing from| th 
without can make us miſerable, un-!|! ca 
leſs we joyn our own conſents to|| bu 
it, and apprehend it ſuch, and enter-}| th 
tain it in our ſad and melancholy re-|| wi 
tirements. A Priſon 1s bur a retire-|1 ſti 
ment and opportunity of ſerious! th 
thoughts to a perſon whoſe Spirit is|} m: 
confin'd, and aptto fit till, andde-|; cu 

fires | 


| (33) 

.| 1 fires no enlargement beyond the can- 
| cels of the Body, till the ſtate of ſe- 
.F7 paration calls it forth into a fair 
|| liberty. But every Retirement is a 
[0! | Priſon to a looſe and wandring fan- 
of| | cy, for whoſe wildneſs no precepts 
ce: ; are reſtraint, no band ct duty is 

| confinement, who, when he hath bro- 
re-| | ken the hedge of duty, can never af- 
pr-\ | ter endure any encloſure ſo much as 
y,| in Symbol. But this Precept is ſo 
ti-}, neceſſary, that it is no more a Duty 
in|! than a rule of Prudence, and in ma- 
a-| ny accidents of our Lives it is the 
es| only cure of ſadneſs : for tis certain, 
1m} that no Providence leſs than Divine 
n-|| can prevent evil and croſs accidents; 
to|| but that 1s an excellent Remedy to 
r-|; the evils, that receives the accident 
e-|| within its power, and takes out the 
e-|1 ſting, paring the Nails, and drawing 
us|} the Tecth of the Wild-beaſt, that ir 
is | May be tame or harmleſs, and Medi- 
e-|| inal, For all content conliſts in the 
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in the proportion of the Object to the 
appetite. And becauſe external acci- 
dents are not in our power, and it 
were nothing excellent that things 
happened to us according to our firſt 
deſires, God hath by his Grace put 
it into our own Power to make the 
happineſs, by making our defires de- 
ſcend to the event, and comply with 
the chance, and combine with all thc 
iſſues of Divine Providence. And 
then we are noble perſons, when we 
borrow not our content from things 
below us, but make our ſatisfactions 
from within. And it may be con- 
ſidered, that every little Care may 
diſquiet us, and may encreaſe it felt 
by reflexton upon its own As; and 

every diſcontent may diſcompoſe ou: 
Spirirs, and put an edge, and make 
afiitions poynant, but cannot take 
- off one from us, but makes every one 
io be two, But content removes 
not the accident, but complyes with 

; - it, 


(393 


'Þ it; it takes away the ſharpneſs and 
diſpleaſure of it, and by ſtooping 
down makes the heights equa], pro- 
| portionate and commenſurate. Impa- 
| rience makes an Ague to be a Fever; 
| and every Fever to be a Calenture, 


and that Calenture may expire in 
madneſs: But a quict Spirit is a great 
diſpolition to Health,and for the pre- 
ſent does alleviate the Sickneſs, And 
this alſo is notorious in the inſtance 
of Covetouſneſs. The love of money 


| is the root of all evil, which while 


ſome have coveted atter, they have 
picrced themſelves with many Sor- 
rows. Fice makes poor, and docs ill 
endure it, : 

For he, that in the ſchool of Chriſt 
hath learnt co determine his delires 
when his nceds are ſerved, and to 
judg of his nceds by the proportions 
of Nature, hath nothing wanting to- 
wards Riches. Vertue makes Pover- 
ty to become rich, and no riches can 
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ſatisfie a covetous mind, or reſcue 
him from the affliction of the worſt 


kind of Poverty. He only wants, 


that is not ſatisfied. And there is 


orcat infelicity in a Family, where 
Poverty dwells with diſcontent; 
there the Husband and Wite quarrel 
for want of a full lable, and a rich 


Wardrobe ; and their Love, that was | 


built upon falſe Riches, finks, when 
ſuch temporary ſupporters are re- 
moved. They are like two Milſtones, 
which ſet the Mill on fire when they 
want Corn, And then their combi- 
nations and ſociety were unions of 
Luſt, when not ſupported with Sacra- 
mental and Religious Love. 

But we may calily ſuppoſe St. Jo- 


ſeph, and the Holy Virgin Mother | 


in Fgyprt poor as hunger, Sefkken as 
banithment, diſconſolate as ſtran- 
gers; and yet their preſent lot gave 
them no affliction, becauſe the An- 
oe! ted them with a neccflary Hoſ- 

pitality 
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| pitality, and their deſires were no 
larger than their Tables, their Eyes 
' look'd only upwards, and they were 
| carleſs of the future, and caretul ot 
' their duty,and ſo made their lite plea- 


ſant by the meaſures and diſcourſes 
of Divine Philoſophy. When Eſha 


| ſtretch'd himſelf upon the body of 
| the Child, and laid hands to hands, 


and applied mouth to mouth, and ſo 
ſhrunk himſelf into the poſture oi 
commenſuration with the Child, he 


{ brought lite into the dead Trunk : 


and ſo may we by applying our Sp1- 
rits to the proportion ot a narrow 
tortune, bring life and vivacity into 
our dead and loſt condition,and make 
it live till it grows bigger, or cl{c 
returns to health and ſalutary uſes. 
And beſides this Philoſophical CX- 


traction of Gold from Stuncs, and 


Riches from the dungeon of Pover- 


ty, a holy life does moſt probably 
procure {uch a proportion of Riches 
3 which 


( 38 ) 
which can be uſeful to us, "or con- 
ſiſtent with our felicity. For (be- 
{1des that the Holy Jeſus hath pro- 
miſed all things, which our Hea- 
venly Father knows we need (pro- 
vided we do our duty) and that 
we find great ſecurities and reſt 


from care, when we have once caſt 


our cares. upon our God, and plac'd 
our hopes in his boſome : belides 
all this) the Temperance, Sobric- 
ty and Prudence of a Chriſtian is 
a great income, and by not deſpiling 
it a ſmall revenue combines its parts, 
till it grows to a heap big cnough for 
the emiſſions of Charity, and all the 
offices of Juſtice, and the ſupplies of 
all neceſſities. Whileſt Vice is un- 
wary, prodigal, indiſcreet, throwing 
away great revenues, as tributes to 
intemperance and yanity, and ſuffer- 
ing diſſolution and forfeiture of 
eſtates, as a puniſhment and curſe. 
Some Sins are direct improvidence 

| and 
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and ill-husbandry, I reckon in this 
number Intemperance, Luſt, Litigi- 
ouſneſs,, Ambition, Bribery, Prodi- 
oality, Gaming, Pride, Sacriledge, 
which is the greateſt ſpender of them 
all, and makes a fair eſtate eyapo- 
rate, like Camphire, turning ic into 


nothing, no Man knows which way. 


Bat what a Roman gave as an cſti- 
mate of a Rich Man, ſaying, He that 
can maintain an Army is Rich, was 
but a ſhort account : tor he that can 
maintain an Army, may be beggcr'd 
by one Vice; and it is a vait revenue 
that will pay the Debt-Books of In- 
temperance or Luſt, 

To theſe if we add, that Vertue is 
honourable, and a great. advantage 
to a fairrepuration ; that 1f is prail- 
ed by them that love it not; thar j: 
is honour'd by the tollowcrs and Fa- 
mily of Vice; that 1t torccs Glory 
out of thame,Honour from contempt; 
that it reconciles Men to the foun- 
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tain of Honour, the Almighty God, 
who will honour them that honour 


him. There are but a few more Ex-f i 
cellencies in the World to make upſ 


the Roſary of temporal felicity, And 


it is ſo certain, that Religion ſerves 


even our temporal ends, that no 
great end of State can well be ſeryed 
without it ; not ambition, not defires 
of wealth, not any great deſigns ; but 
Religion muſt be made its uſher or 
ſupport. It a new Opinion be com- 
menc'd,and the Author would make 
a Sect, and draw Diſciples after him, 
at leaſt he muſt be thought to be Re- 
ligious, which 1s a . demonſtration 


how great an inſtrument of Reputa-F 


tion Piety and Rcligioa is; and if 
the pretence will do us good cfhces 
among Men, the reality will do the 
ſame, belides the advantages which 
we (hall receive from the Divine be. 
ned'&ion. The Power of Godlineſs 


will certainly do more than phe form| 


alone 


(41) 
alone. And it is moſt notorious in 
the affairs of the Clergy, whoſelot 
it hath been to fall from great riches 
to poverty, whentheir wealth made 
them leſs curious of their Duty ; but 


' when Humility and Chaſtity, and . 
| exemplary Sanctity have been the 


enamel of their holy Order, the peo- 
ple, like the Galathiazs, would pull 
out their own eyes to do them bene- 
fir. And indeed, God hath ſingularly 


bleſſed ſuch in{truments, to the being 


the only remedies to repair the 
breaches made by Sacriledge and Ir- 
religion, 

But certain it 1s, no Man was ever 
honoured for that which they cſteem- 
cd vitious. Vice hath got money and 
a curſe many times, and Vice hath 
adhered to the inſtruments and pur- 
chaſes of honour. But among all Na- 
tions, whatſoever they call'd Ho- 
noarable, put on the face and pre- 
tence of YVertue, But I chuſe to in- 
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ſtance in the proper cogniſance of a 
Chriſtian [Humility ] which ſeems 
contradiftory to the purovoſes and re- 
ception of Honour, and yet in the 
world nothing is a more ccrtain 
means to purchaſe it. Do not all 
the World hate a proud Man * Aad 
therefore what is contrary to Humi- 
lity is alſo contradictory ro Honour 
and Reputation, And when the A- 
poltles fad given command, that in 
giving Honour we ſhould one go be- 
fore another, he laid the foundation 
of Praiſes, Panegyricks, and Tri- 
umphs. And as Humility 1s ſecurc 
againſt affronts, and tempeſts of de- 
ſpite, becauſe it is below them : So 
when by employment, or any other 
iſſue of Divine Providence, it's drawn 
trom its theath and ſecreſie, it ſhines 
clear and bright as the pureſt and 
mol} poliſh'd Metals. Humulity is 
likea tree, whoſe roots, when it ſets 
dceepelt in the Earth, riſcs higher, and 
ſpreads 


(43) 


ſpreads fairer, and ſtands ſurer, and 
laſts longer ; every ſtep of its deſcent 


is like 2 rib of Iron, combining its 
parts in unions indiſfoluble, "ad 
placing it in the Chambers of ſecu- 
ritY. 

No wiſe Man ever loſt any thing 
by ceſſion; but he receives the Hoſtt- 
lity of violent perſons into his im- 


| braces, like a ſtone into a lap of 


Wooll, it reſts and ſets down ſott and 
innoccntly : but a ſtone falling upon 
2 ſtone makcs a colliſion, and CX- 
tracts Firc,ind tinds no reſt: And juſt 
ſo are two proud perſons, deſpis d by 
each other, contcmn'd by all, living 
in perpetual diflonances, alwayes 
fighting againſt affronts, jealous of 
every perſon, diſturb'd by every ac- 
cident, a perpetual ftorm within, and 
daily hiffings from without, 
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The Gate to Heaven 
a Strait Gate, 


Luke 13. 23,24» 


Then ſaid one unto him, Lord, are there 
few that ſhall be ſaved ? And he ſaid 


unto them ; 

Strive to enter in at the Strait Gate, 
for many, I ſay unto you will ſeek to 
enter in, but ſhall not be able, 


Helitc of a Chriſtian 1s a perpe- 

tual contention for maſtery, 

a continual ſtrife ; Indeed we 
uſually ſtrive too much, and that for 


trifles and rewards inconſiderable z 
Nay, 
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Nay, we ſtrive for things that ruine 


us; whercas if we would ſtrive law-f 


fully, that is, for that Crown that is 
laid up for us, & run that race which 
is ſet before us, our ſtrivings would 
b2 as good as peace and re{t , for they 
would bring us peace at the laſt ; 
Victory and Peace, Security and 
Eternity, Joy and infinite Satisfacti- 
ons, and theſe are things worth ftriv- 
ing for. 


But here plainly is our Duty, 
]. 


We muſt ſtrive to enter, And 
this Duty cnforc'd by a dou- 
ble Argnment, 


x. From the order of the end,and 
nature of the thing : the Gate 
is ſtrait,and thercture we mult 
{trive. 


2, From 


(4&3 
2. From the caution and exam- 
ple of them, that have fallen 
ſhort for want of due ſtriving. 
Many ſought, and fain would 


have entred, but for want of 


ſtriving they were not able. 


1. And firit of the duty it ſelf, 


Contenaite iitrarc: ſtrive to enter in 


| at the ſtrait Gate. 


And here I conlider, That beſides 
the extenſion of our Duty, thcre be- 
ing more Dutics required of us than 


of any ſort of men before the preach- 


ing of the Goſpel (the Jews them- 
ſerves, who reckon that Moſes gave 
to them fix hundred and thirteen 


 Precepts, having recei7ed no precept 


at all concerning Prayer, Faith, or 


Repentance) bclides this I ſay, I con- 


{ider, that not only in reſpect oi the 


extenſion, but by reaſon of the in- 
tenſion of our Duty, and the degrees 
of Holineſs that the holy Laws of 


Chriſtia- 
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Chriſtianity require of us, it is ne-# 
ceſſary that we ſtrive with great ear- 


neſtneſs. Oui enim Sanititatem San 
as cuſtodiunt , juaicabuntur Santti, 


ſaith the Wiſdom of Sv/omop. cap. 6.ſ 


v. 10. A Man may do holy things un- 
holily. There are ſome that preach 


Chriſt out. of envy, there are manyſ 
that ger Proſelytes for gain; there are 


ſome that are zealous to get Diſci- 


ples, that they may glory in their 


Fleſh, as ſome taſe Apoſtles did to 


the Galatians ; there is ſome zeal in 


an evil matter ; and many times,whenſ 
a Man hath done good actions, he is} 
the further off from the Gates of Hea- 


ven,not becauſe he did the good adti- 
ons, bur becauſe he wanted thoſe for- 


malities 8 circumſtances, thoſe man. ſ 


ners and degreesthoſe principles and 
ends, which make good atFozs in them- 


ſelves be good in us, which crown theſ 


actions and make us to be accepted. 


1t was well done in the PhariſcesÞþ | 


t0 
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to Pray often, and to Faſt twice in 


the week, and to give Alms ; and yer 
theſe very good actions were ſo far 


from being commended, that they be- 
came the object of his anger, and the 


inatter of reproof, and it was becauſe 
they did it with a defign to be ac- 


counted holy. Indeed they blew a 


Trumpet, but that was tocall the 


- | poor together, that was the external 
end. But there was a little Ivy crept 


up on this goodlyOak,till it ſuckt its 
heart out ; they themſelves would be 


taken notice of, and that ſpoil'd all ; 
their actions went no further than the 
-þ end which they propounded to them- 
-þ ſelves. For that which Men make 


their principal end, that God will 


ſuffer ſhall be cheir end. If they ſeek 
the praiſe of Men, that being their 
purpoſe, that ſhall be their reward ; 


bur if they. aim at the pleaſure of 
God, and the rewards of Heaven, 


' thither will God's Mercy and their 
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own good deeds bear them. 

A little leaven it is that ſowrs 
the whole lump, Who would have 
thought , that our Bleſſed Saviour 
ſhould have found fault with the 
Phariſees for giving God thanks for 
his Graces, or not have been ſatisfi- 
ed-with the exactneſs of their Juſtice 
and Religion, that they would give 
Tith , even of Mint and Aniſe and 
Cumminſeeds;or have reprov'dFudas 
for having care of the poor, or diſ- 
countenanc'd the Jews for accufing 
the Woman taken in Adltery;or have 
been diſcontented at theDodFors of the 
Law for being ſtrict and ſevere exa- 
ors of the Law ofGod at the people's 
hands, or check'd them tor obſcrving 
the innocent cuſtoms of their Na- 
tion, and Tradition of their fore-Fa- 
thers? Since all theſe acts were Pious, 
or Juſt, or Charitable, or Religious, 
or Proſecutions of ſome part or other 
ot their Duty. The ſeveral — 
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of theſe reprehenfions our Bleſſed 
Saviour ſubjoyns at the end of every 
of them reſpe&tively. They wanted 
2 circumſtance, or a good manner ; 
their actions were better than their 


intentions, and ſometimes their ma- 


lice was greatelt in their very acts of 
Charity, And when they gave God 
thanks,they did deſpite to their Bro- 


ther, ſomething or other did enve- 


nom the face of theſe acts of Piety 
Their heart was not upright, or their 
Religion was imperfect , their Piery 
wanted ſome integral part, or hadan 
evil Eye. A word, a thought, a ſe- 


 cret purpoſe, a leſs holy intention, 


any indire& circumſtance,or obliqui- 
ty in anaccident makes our Picty be- 
come impious, and deprives us of our 


| reward. Here therefore we had need 


to Watch, to Strive, to Pray, to 
Contend, and to do all diligence that 
can be expreſs'd by all the Synony- 
ma's of care and induſtry, 

ER 2. We 
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2. We had need to Strive, becauſe 
though Vertues be nice and curious, 
yet wvitia ſunt in facili ct propinqu, 
Sin lies at the door, and is thruſt up- 
on us by the violence of Adverſaries, 
or by the ſubtilty agd infinuation of 


its own nature, which we are to un- 


derſtand to the following ſence. For 
when we are born of Chriſtian Pa- 
rents,we are born in paris zaturalibus, 
we have at firſt no more promptneſs 
to commit ſome ſort of Sins, than to 
commit ſome good acts. We are as 
apt to learn to love God, as to love 
our Parents, if we be taught it, For 
though Original Sin hath loſt to us 
all thoſe ſupernaural aſſiftances, 
which were at firſt put into our Na- 


ture per modumgratie; yet it is but by. 


accident that we are more prone to 
Sin, than we are to Virtue. For after 


this it happened that God giving us| 
Laws, made his reſtraints and prohi-f 


bitions in zateria voluptatis ſenſualis, 
_—_F CE og | he 
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he by his Laws hath enjoyn'd us to de- 
ny our natural Appetites in many 


things. Now this being become the 


matter of DivizeLaws,that we ſhould 
in many parts and degrees abſtain 
from what pleaſes our ſenſe, by this 
ſupervening accident it happens that 
we are very hardly wean'd trom Sin, 
but moſt eaſily tempted co a - Vice ; 
our Nature is not contrary to Virtue, 
but the inſtances of ſome Vertues 
are made to come croſs our Na- 
ture. 

- But in things intelle&ual and im- 
material, we are indced indifferent to 
Virtue and Vice, I ſay,where neither 
one,nor the other ſatisfies the ſenſual 
part, 

In the Old Law, when it was a 
duty to Swear by the God of Iſ- 
rael in common Cauſes, Men were 
indifferent to that, and to ſwear by 


\ the ©uecen of Heaven ; they had no 


more natural inclination to the one, 
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than to the other,except where ſome- 
thing ſenſual became che argument 
to determine them. And in ſenſual 
things, if God had commanded Po- 
lygamy or promiſcuous concubinate, 
and indifferent unlimited Luſt, Men 
bad been more apt to obey that Com- 
mandment, than to diſobey it. But 
then the reſtraint lying upon our na- 
tural appetites, and we being by ill E 
ducation determin'd upon,and almoſt 
engag'd to Vitious Actions, we ſuffer 
under the inconveniences of idle 
Education, and in the mean time rail 
upon Adm and Original Sip. It is 
indifferent to us to loye our Fathers, 
and to love ſtrangers, And if from 
our Infancy we be told concerning a 
ſtranger that he 1s our Father , we 
frame our affections to Nature, and 
our Nature to Cuſtom and Educati- 
on, and are as apt to love him, who 


| Is not, and yet is ſaid to be, as him 


who is ſaid not to be, and yetindeed 
is our natural Father, ' The 
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The purpoſe of this Diſcourſe is 
this, that we may conſider how Sin 
creeps upon us in our Education ſo 
tacitely and undiſcernably, thar we 
miſtake the cauſe of it; and yet fo 
effeually and prevalently, that we 
oueſs it to be our very Nature, and 
charge it upon Adam,when every one 
of us is the Adam, the Man of Sin, 
and the Parent of our own Iniquities. 
We arc taught to be revengciul 
even in our Cradles, and taught ro 
ſtrike our neighbours as a means to 
ſtill our frowardneſs, and ſatisfie our 
wranglings, Our Narſes teach us 
ro know the greatneſs of our birth, 
or the riches of our inheritance, or 
they learn us to be proud, or to be 
impatient, before we learn to know 
God, or to ſay our Prayers. 

After we are grown up to more 
years, we have Tutors of impiety, 


| that are ſtronger to perſwade, and 


more diligent to inlinuate, and we 
E 4 are 


, ( 56 \ ) 
are more receptive of every vicious 
imprefſion, And not to reckon all 
the inconveniencies of evil company, 
indulgence of Parents, publick and 
authoriz'd cuſtoms of Sin, and all the 
miſchiets and dangers of publick 
Society, and private retirements, 
when we have learn'd to diſcern good 
from evil, and when we are prompred 
todo a good,or engaged to it by ſome 
happy circumſtance or occaſion, our | 
good 15 ſo ſeldom, and ſo little, and } 
there are ſo many ways of ſpoyling it, | 
that there are not more ways to make | 
an Army miſcarry in a Battle, than | 
there are to make us periſh even in 
our good actions, 

Every Enemy that is without, 
every weakneſs and imperfection we 
have within ; every temptation, eve- 
ry vitious circumſtance, every action 
ot our life mingled with intereſt and. 
detign, is as a particular argument to | 
cngage our catrneſineſs and "—_ 
this 
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this Duty ut contendamns acriter, 


that we ſtrive and make it our buſt- 
neſs, to enter into the Strait Gate, 


For ſince the Writers of Moral In- 


ſtitutions and Caſes of Conſcience 
have made no ſuch abbreviatures of 


the Duty. of a Chriſtian, but that I 
think ' there are amongſt them all 
without hyperbole five thouſand Caſes 
of Conſcience, beſides the ordinary 
plain Duty of a Chriſtian, and there 
may be five thouſand times five thou- 
ſand, and the wit of Man can no more 
comprize allCaſes,which are or may 
be within their Books, than they can 
at once deſcribe an infinity, or ſet 
down the biggeſt number that can 
be ; it will follow that it is a nice 
thing to be a Chriſtian, and all the 
ſtriving we can uſe, will be little e- 
nough towards the doing of our duty. 

And now if you enquire, what is 
meant by ſtriving in this place 2 and 
what is the full intention of this Pre- 
cept ? I 
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-T Anſwer ; it is an infinite or in- 
definite term, and fignifies no deter- 
minate degree of labour and endea- 
vour, but even as much as we can, 
ſuppoſing our weakneſſes, our hin- 
drances and avocations ; that is, to 
make it the buſineſs of our Lives, the 
care of our Thoughts, our ſtudy and 
the greateſt imployment of the whole 
Man to ſerve God. Holy Scripture 
gives us general notions and compre- 
henfions of the whole Duty cf Man, 
that may be excellent guides tous in 
this particular, Heb. 12. 1. Let ws 
lay afide every weight, and the Sin that 
doth ſo eaſily beſet us. For he that 
contendeth for Maſtery is temperate in 
all things, ſaith Sr. Paul. There is 
firſt an obligation of all Sin whatſo- 
ever, every weight, every vin, every 
hindrance; abſtaining from all things 
whatſoever that are impediments. 
And we do not ſtrive to do this, un- 
leſs we uſe all the means we can to 
| : | | learn 
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learn what is our Duty, and what 
infinite variety of Sins there are that 
ſo eaſily beſet us. And let me de- 
ſire you to obſerve one thing ; make 
a tryal in any one Sin that is or hath 
been moſt pleaſing to any of you, and 
according to your Duty ſet upon its 
mortification heartily and throughly, 
and try whether it will not be a hard 
ſtrife with fleſh and blood, and a 
oreat contention to Kill that one 
crimes I mean in the midſt of your 
temptations to it, and opportunities 
of acting it; and by this you may 
make a ſhort conjecture; at the great- 
neſs of this Duty. And this is but 
the one half; For the extirpation of 
Vices is not always the introduction 
of Virtues, For there are ſome Men 
that have ceaſed from an act of Sin, 
that ſtill retain the affe&tion,and there 
are others who have quitted their af- 
feion to Sin, who yet are not re- 
conciled to the difficulty and m_ 
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of acquiring Vertues. I thank God 1 


am no Extortioner, no Adulterer, not 
& this Publican, ſaith the Phariſee : 
So far many go, and then they think 
themſelves fairly aſſoiled, who are 
only like miſguided Travellers, that 
upon diſcovery of their error ceaſe 
to wander further, but are not yet 
returned,nor have made any progreſs 
in the true way. Some Men ceaſe 
to -oppreſs their Neighbours, and 
will doſono more ; but they think 
not of making reſtitution of what 
wrongs have been done by them long 
ſince. Some Men will leave off from 
Drunkenneſs , but they think not of 
faſting, and enduring Hunger and 
Thirſt and Pains to puniſh their paſt 
Intemperance, There is a further 
ſtriving, or we ſhall not enter into the 
narrow Gate. St. Peter gives an ex- 
cellent account of it ; 2 Pet. 1. 4. 
Having eſcaped the corruption that is 
in the World through Luſt ; _—_— 
alt: 
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halt : but he adds, And beſides this, 
giving all diligence, add to your Faith, 
Vertue, and to Vertue Knowledge, to 
Knowledg Temperance, to Temperance 
Patience,to Patience Godlineſs, to God- 
lineſs Brotherly kindneſs, to Brotherly 
kindneſs Charity : theſe things muſt be 
in you and abound, ſaith St. Peter ; 
and therefore, as himſelf prefaces, 
you had need give all diligence, and 
ſtrive earneſtly to all theſe purpo- 
ſes. | 

' In the mean time I pray remember, 
that this is not to ſtrive, when we on- 
ly do perform thoſe Offices of Reli- 
gion, which Cuſtom or the Laws of 
a Church enjoyn us to: nor this when 
our Religion is cheap and caſy,when 
we uſe arts to ſatisfie our Conſci- 
ence, and heap up Teachers of our 
own to that purpoſe;that by a ſtrata- 
gem they and we may bend the Duty 
ro our Conſcience, not meaſure our 
Conſcience by ourDaty ; when we call 
"T * ſecurity 
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ſecurity a juſt peace, want ofunder- 
ſtanding a ſufficient warrant for qui- 
etneſs,, the not-committing of de- 
formed and ſcandalous Sins a pious 
Life ; this is far from ſtriving, here is 
no ſtriving in this, but how to cozen 
and abuſe our ſelves. If the affairs of 
the World (I do not ſay)take up not 
onlymoſt of our time,but moſt of our 
affettions; if the returns of Sin be 
frequent, and of Religion be ſeldom 
and unpleaſant , It any Vice hath got 


feffion of us, or that we have not 


got poſſeſſion of all thoſe Virtues we 
have uſe of, we have not ſtriven 
Lawfully. Shall Ttell you, how St. 
Pauldid ſtrive * that thence we a {0 
may have a fair patern and preſident 
to imitate, 2 Cor. 6, you have his 
courſe of Life largely deſcribed : Gz- 
wing no offence in any thing , but ap- 
proving our ſetves in much Patiexce,in 
Afflictions, in Labours, in Watchings, 
#n faſt. ngs, by Pureneſs, by _— 
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by Long-ſuffering , by kindneſs, by the 
Holy Ghoſt, by Love unfeigned, by the 
Word of Truth, by the Power of God, by 
the Armour of Co and by a1 
evenneſs of Temper in the midſt of an 
uneven, unquiet and contradictory con- 
dition : this was his courſe of Lite, 
thus did he labour Mortif1izg his Soul, 
heightening his Devotion, bringing 
his Body under,and advancing the in- 
tereſts of theGoſpel,left by any means 
he had run, or ſhouldlrun in vain. 

I ſpeak not theſe things to diſcou- 
rage you, but to provoke you to good 
Works and a Holy Lite. For it you 
ask, who does all this,or indeed who 
is able * 

Fanſwer; itis no good =—_— 


of an affection to God, when we 
| make ſuch ſcrupulous queſtions con- 


cerning his Injunctions.He that loves 


| God, does all this, Love is the ful- 


filling of the Commandments : Love 


hopeth all things, endureth all things, 


thinketh 


(64) 
thinketh nothing impoſſible 5 at- 
 tempteth thoſe things as moſt eaſie, 
which to natural Reaſon ſeem im- 
poſſible, ge” 

For confider,that as withoutGod's 
Grace we can do nothing , ſo by his 
Grace ſtrengthening us we can do 
any thing. Faith works Miracles, and 
Charity does more; _ Through Chriſt 
that flrengthens me 1 can do all things, 
faith St. Paul, and Chriſt's Grace is 
ſufficient for me, ſufhigient to all God's 
purpoſes, and to all mine, - For it is 
not commanded to us to remove 
Mountains from their places, which 
we never plac'd there ; but to remove 
our Sins which we our ſelves have 
made. We are not commanded to 
do things,which are not in our Pow- 
cr; but ſuch things which God en- 
ables us to, and to which we diſable 
our ſelves by cowardice, & intimida- 
ting our own Spirits, by deſpairing 
of God's Grace,by.rcfufing to labour, 
To | by 


( 65) 
by deterring our endeayours till the 
weight of our fin grows great, and 
our ſtrength grows leſs ; till our ini- 
quities are many, and our days are 
few; and then indeed we have ſome 
reaſon to ſay, we cannot ſtrive in 
ſuch meaſure , as the greatneſs 0 
theſe Duties does require. 

And yet remember *tis but ſtrir 
ving, that is, doing the utmoſt of 
our endeavour; the beſt Man in the 
World can do no more than uſe 
all his endeavour, and he that is 
weakeſt can do ſo much, that is, he 
can do his endeavour. And although 
a Boy cannot ſtrike ſo great a ſtroke 
as a ſtrong Man, yet he can put forth 
all his ſtrength; and the juſt and 
merciful Lawgiver never requires 
more of us than all we have upon the 
ſtock of Nature, and all he hath gi- 
ven us in the Banks of Grace. A 
that the Duty we are here engage 
upon, 1s but an earneſt endeavour to 
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do our beſt, andall we can; and e- 
very Man can do that : Bur becauſe 
they will not, becauſe Men have ha- 
birual averſations fromthe practices 
of a holy life, becauſe to do actions 
of ſevere Religion and ſtrict Piety is 
troubleſom to their affections, be- - 
cauſe contrariant to their wills , 
therefore it is they call it hard and 
impoſſible ; whereas it 1s not the im- 
poſſibility of the thing, bur their 
own diſaffetions, that have height- 
ned the difficulty to a ſceming im- 
poſſibility. 

And thus I have done with the 
firſt Part of the Text, the Duty it 
ſelf, with its manner of pertor- 
mance : We muſt ſtrive to enter in- 
to the narrow Gate of Life, and Bliſ- 
tul Immortality, 
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And that leads to the ſecond Part, 
or the firſt Argument to engage our 
endeavours and earneſt {trivings; be- 
cauſe the paſſage is hard and difh- 
cult, and not to be acquird by men 
that love their caſe; but by thoſe 
that with Chriſtian tortitude encoun- 
ter all difficulties and oppoſitions, 
Porta eſt anguſta, the Gate is narrow ; 
therefore ſtrive. 

And 1.1 conſider that Virtes and 
Vices many of them are ſo very like, 


that it is very often extreamly difh- 


cult to diſtinguiſh them exactly, and 
purſue the Virtue curiouſly, Fir- 
tue lies between twoVices, not as a 
mediocrity, but as a thing aſſaulted 
by two enemies ; for one Vertue two 
Vices, and each of the extreams 
hath ſomething of the Virtue in it. A 
Prodigal hath the open-handedneſs of 
a liberal perſon ; and a covetous per- 
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ſon is as wary,as he that ſpends no- 
thing in vain, and both theſe would 
think themſelves uncivilly dealt 
withal, it the freeneſs of the one, or 
the reſtraint of the other ſhould be 
called vicious. And there are ome 
Precepts, which ſome will think 
they have Reaſon to ſay they have 
ſtrictly obſerved, when they have 
been moſt notorious Prevaricators 
of it: For may not a vain-glori- 
ous perſon, that gives Alms out of 
the promptneſs of his Spirit , think 
he hath done his Alms well, although 
he hath done them publickly ; ; it be- 
ing a Divine Precept, That our Light 
fo ſhine before Men, that other Me: 
ſeeirg our good Works, might elorifie 
our heavenly Father. And if this 
be a Precepr, poſſibly alſo ſome who 
tranſgreſs this Precept, may think 
themſelves ſafe on the ſurer ſide of 
Humility. And truly that we may 
ſce how dangerous our condition i I 
an 
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and yet how ſafe our 1maginations 
are, I think no Man will doubt. but 
all God's Commandments have bcen 
broken, and this of Luceat lux wc- 
fira, ( Let your Light ſhinc ) a- 
mongſt thereſt ; and yet I never read 
or heard any man » in the greateſt and 
largeſt ot his Contcihons ever ac- 
knowledge that Crime, that he had 
not done his good deeds publickly. 
But between the Duty ot publicati- 
on of good Deeds, and the Duty of 
Humility, the way 1s ſo narrow, that 
it is hard to hit it right ; and when, 
and how, and in waat manner, and 
in what circumſtances to do cither, 
is the work of great underſtanding 
and much obſervation. 

I conſider yet further ; many times 
a Virtue and a Vice differ but in one 
degree: For there is a Rule of Ju- 
ſtice to which if any Man adds bur 
one degree of ſeverity moyg it de- 
generates into craclty ; at lirtis 
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more than mercy is remiſneſs ; and. 


want of Diſcipline introduces licen- 
tiouſneſs , and becomes unmerciful 
as to the publick, and unjuſt as 
to the particular. Now this Con- 
ſideration is heightned, if we obſerve 
that Vertue and Vice conſiſt not in 
zndiviſibili, but there is a latitude 
tor either, which is not to be judg'd 
of by any certain Rules drawn from 
the nature of the thing, but to be 
eſtimated in proportion to the per- 
ſons, and other accidental circum- 

ſtances. 
Vertue and Vice dwell too near to- 
ether , unleſs they were better 
triends, All the Learning of the 
Sanhedrim could not diſtinguiſh be- 
tween the Humiliation of 4hab and 
Manaſſes, nor between the Zeal of 
Febu and Jofrah, nor between Joſhu- 
ah's an) David's numbring the peo- 
ple; and yet A-:ab was but an imper- 
fect penitent; Fehu was a furious 
AE 
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Zealot,and David ſinned grievoully; 
whereas Mazaſſes was truly contrite; 
and Fo{iah was a zealous Reformer, 
and 'Joſhuah in the ſame action was 
a wiſe and provident Captain. A- 
braham was called the iriend of God 
tor offering Iſaac at God's command. 
Now God commanded men to per- 
form their Vows, and yet Fepthab 
for offering up his Daughter , hath 
lett ro Poſterity the reputation of a 
temerarious and incon{iderate per- 
ſon, There is 4 right hand and a 
left in the paths of our lite, and if 
we decline to cither we are undone, 
And therefore pious and holy per- 
ſons are called upright mzn, and the 
Precept in Scriptures trequently in- 
geminated , to walk in all God's 
Commandments with az wuprizht 
heart, For on the right hand of Man 
is ruine, and on the left is deſtructi- 
on; and in all the infinite variety 
of {ins, there is no other variety of 
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conditions, but either to periſh, or to 
be undone. | 

For every one /zce kills the Soul, 
but every Vertue does not make 
alive. Adultery condemns a Man 
to the loweſt miſery, but Chaſtity 
alone does not keep our Souls from 
death : Becauſe we are forbidden to 
commit any ſin. Every crime lies 
under a prohibition, and the ſame 
Laws of God command us to purſue * 
all Vertues, and enjoyn the integri- ! 
ty of a holy life, Now as he that 
commits one fin, or entertains a 
ſingle Vice, breaks the Command- 
ment, which enjoyns him to forſake 
all fin ; ſo he obſerves not the Pre- 
cept of God concerning Vertues,that 
does not acquire and entertain all, 
univerſally all. A Man is ſpotted 
although he have but one ſtain ; buc 
he is nat clean, unleſs he be all {| 
clean, A Cup is broken, it only 
the top be broken , but is not en- 
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tire unieſs eyery part of it be invio- 
late. One Diſeaſe can make a 
whole man fick, but the taking 
away one Diſcaſe will not make all 
men well ; and there are a hundred 
wayes to wander in, but one only 
way to Lite and Immortality. So 
that I ſhall not need ro urge the va- 
riety of Temptations, the {ubrilty 
of Sin, the watchfulnceſs and malice 
of the Devil, the infirmities of our 


Spirits, the Ignorance of our Under- 


{tandings, the obliquity of our Will, 
the mutiny and diſorder of our Af- 
tetions, the inconſtancy of our good 
Purpoſes, the unſtablencis at our 
Reſolutions , the plealtingneſs of 
ſenſual Objects, the varicty of evil 


_ Occaſions, the perpetual readineſs 


ot Opportunities for evil, our un- 
willingneſs to Good ſo' great, that 
we are loth to beg Blefſings and Bc- 
nefits of God Alimigl: ty. Theſe, 


and thouſands morc are but the par-. 
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ticular Inſtances of this firſt Argy- 
ment to engage our ſtriving. For 
the Gate, that is ſtrait enough in its 
own abſtract conſideration, is made 
ten thouſand times ſtraiter by the 
ſupervening enmities of the Devil, 
the allurements of tke World, the 
ſolicitations and impudent rempta- 
tions of the Fleſh, and the imperte- 
ctions and great weakneiles of Mor- 
tality. 


IHE 


I now come to the laſt Notarn- 
aum of the Text, or the ſecond Ar- 
gument to enforce our ſtriving, .the 
Caution and Example of ſuch per- 
ſons, who have fallen ſhort of en- 
tring, for want of due ſtriving ; For 
many, | ſay unto you, will ſeek to enter 
in, and ſhall not be able, 

Many ſhall ſeek, The five foolith 
Virgins ſo ught , and they who ſhall 
; tell 
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tell Chriſt, that they did Miracles in 
his Name, they ſought, and the Pha- 
riſees ſought, bur all ſeeking you ſee 
ſhall not find. Some ſeek them- 
ſelves alone, and they ſhall never 


find any thing to ſatisfie them, Some 


ſeek God and themſelves rogether. 
When Religion and their own ends 
can ſtand together, well and good ; 

when Eaſe and Devotion, Charity 
and good Husbandry, Repentance 
and no reſtitution can ſtand together, 


we will ſeek to enter into Heaven ; 


but if Heaven cannot be had but 
upon hard terms, they will not pe- 
nitentiam tanti emere ; they will nut 
buy Repentance at fo dear a rate, 
as to part with their goods unjuſtly 
gotten, that they may become true 
Penitents , neither will they love 
God and hay themſclves, that is 
no good Charity they think ; and 
therefore when God and our ſelves 
come to diſpute the Queſtion, whoſe 
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intereſt ſhall be ſerved; theſe men 
ſurely will ſerve themſelves firſt. No 
wonder that theſe men enter not. 

But there are ſome that ſeek more 
heartily, that throw away all in- 
cumbrances, that ſet upon the work 
of holy Lite with much zeal and 
fervour of Spirit in the beginning of 


 Jdheir Converſion and Reſolutions of 


Piety ; but their fervours cool, their 
zeal grows trom very hot to be tepid, 
from tepid to be cold, from cold to 
be quite frozen and incruſtared ; 
and at laſt comes to have no heat a- 


bout them but zeal which is the | 
GUVGYUMLOV of Envy, and the heats of : 


Luſt,and of a feared Conſcience. For 


the more furiouſly new Converts | 
drive in their firſt onſers of Piety, if | 
they once begin deferveſcere, to take | 
oft trom their heights, their rediouſ- | 
neſs 1s greater, their wearinefſs more, | 
their anger 1s more impatient ; and | 
to take off from the ſhame of remiſ- | 
neſs | 


K-42 
neſs and relaxation they often juſti- 
he it, and thence degenerating by 
degrees come at laſt to induration. 
For it we obſerve the nature of Mo- 
ral Alterations, and the malice of 
ſome perſons, when they are pro- 
vok'd by ſhame, and conſider alfo 
the ſecret wayes, and juſt Counſels 
of God in taking away all thoſe 
Graces, which men have {lighted and 
rejected ; and commonly great zeals, 
it they degenerate, prove either ab- 
ſolutely furious , or meexly Athe- 
iſtical; and to all theſe add the 
probability of induration and obſti- 


nacy in ſuch perſons, and the Mo- 


ral impoſſibility of curing ſuch di- 
ſtemperatures , or riſing from ſuch 
deaths, we may well belicve it impoſ- 
ſible : Such Zealots who once grow 
cool for want of perſeverance in the 
ſtrict courſes of Piery , although 
they did ſeek to enter, yer eruat ex- 
cluſiſſimi,; they (hall not be able. 

| Some 
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Some are diſabled and ſtopt in 
their firſt ſetting out ; ſome go half 


way, and then turn back again; nay | 


ſome there are that have as I may 
ſay, ſet one foot in Heaven, and 
have drawn it back, and carried both 
to Hell. God's Counſels are ſecret, 
but they are ever juſt. Burt it is full 
of horror to conſider, that ſome per- 
ſons, who have lived holily and juſt- 
ly all their life, have at laſt yielded 
in a temptation to a ſingle Ad, and 
by the juſt judgment and ſeverity of 
God have been taken awzy in that 
one act of Sin, whoſe condition then 
is moſt ſad and deplorable, It is not 
good to tempt God. It we will for- 
get God in one act, poſſibly he may 
with his Judgment ſo remember us, 
as to forget his Mercy towards us to 
all Eternity. And Palladizs tells of 
divers old Hermits, who lived fifty 
or (ixty years in the ſtri&t ſervice of 
God, and at laſt in ſome peeviſh hu- 
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mour diſpoil'd themſelves of all ti- 
tle and hopes of a Crown, 


Was it not a ſad f:ght to haveob- 
ſerved amongſt the torty Martyrs, 
one of them, that had endured tor- 
ments almoſt till the expiration of 
his laſt breath, and then to fall away 
to renounce Jeſus Chriſt, and to go 
out of his turments into a warm Bath 
immediately to dye and to perith * 


| A thought, a minute may deſtroy all 


our Glories, and our hopes of a bliſs- 
ful Immortality, which twenty or 
forty years have been with great la- 
bour in erecting, 

There are ſome that deny hopes 
of Heaven to perſons that live ex- 
cellent lives, upon pretence, that 
they are very gvod Moral Men, but 
not of the houſhold of Faith , that 
is, not of their belicf in all matters 
of Opinion. The miſtake is ſtupid 
enough; for the diſtinction of perſons 

Morally 
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Morally good, and Religiouſly or | 
Divinely good, is not adiſtintion of | 
ſubjects, but of degrees. For a mo- | 
ral life is not adiſtin& life from a 
Theological; but a part of it, and that 
Chriſtian which is juſt to his Neigh- 
bour, and ſober and temperate in his 
lite, hath done ſome part of a Theo- 
logical and Religious Life, Indeed 
it 15 not revealed to us, how the good 
lives of Heathens without the Faith 
of Jeſus Chriſt ſhall be accepted in 
order to Eternity: But to underva- 
lue the good lives of Chriſtians by |: 
ſaying they are only good moral | 
Men, becauſe they are not of ſuch a | 
Sec, when they do thoſe good ai- 
ons in obedience tothe Laws of Je- 
ſas Chriſt, is a profane device, to | 
advance Faction and diſcountenance þ 
Piety. 

Indeed if to our moral Vertues we 
add not alſo others which are more 
Spiritual ; that is, if we ſtrive not to 

acquire 
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acquire all habits, which are good 7-7 
gerere morimy morally good, we thall 
not enter into Heaven: not becauſe 
we were only good moral Men, but 
becauſe we were not moral enough ; 
we did not reform all our manyers, 
we did not do our Religion and Cha- 
rity to God, as well as Charity to 
our Neighbours. Our Pijety mult 
be univerſal, our Morality muſt be 


| intire, and then the good moral Man 


ul go to God, when the Religious 

an, as he accounts himſelf, ſhall 
never ſee im. . 

And indeed one of the greateſt 
dangers of miſcarrying is, in actiuns 
and undertakings, and intermixtures 
ſpiritual, For beſides that the whole 
Inſtitution of a ſpiritual Life is a 
nice anda buſie thing, the purgative 
way being troubleſome and auſtere, 
the illuminative being myſtcrious 
and aptto be abuſed, the unitive way 
not to be underſtood till it be felt, 


CG ang 


and therefore liable to all miſcarria- 
= as not to be guided by Rule :be- 
1des all this, I ſay, ſpiritual Vices 
are moſt dangerous; and yet moſt apt | 
to infinuate themſelves in the acti- þ 
ons of greateſt perfections, and when * 
they are mixt, 'ris extremely difficule ' 
to diſcern them and make a ſeparati- 
ON, 
How hard is it for a Man that hath 
lived holily, and one that rejoyces 
in and thanks God for his Graces, 
for his Deliverances from the power 
of the Devil ; how hard, I ſay, is it |: 
for him to conſexve either his Con- | 
ſcience and Truth , or his Humi- *!? 
lity and Modeſty , when he ſhall, |} 
or ſhall not ſay with St. Paul, Iam | 
the leaſt of good Men,and the greateſt 

of Sinners ! for if he ſays ſo, and | 
does not think ſo, he diſſembles ; If 
he thinks ſo, how can he acknow- 
tedg God's Goodneſs in the mani- 


feſtation of his Graces, and the deli- 
verance 
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verance of him from Sin 2 If he does 
neither think ſo, nor ſay ſo, how is he 
ſo humble as his patern 2 for we are 
ſo to follow St. Pan, as he followed 
þ Chriſt. But then on the other fide, 
| how apt are Men when they hum- 
ble themſelves, todo it with greater 

pride ® Eft qui nequiter humiliat ſe, 
there is that humbleth himſelf wick- 
edly; I cannot inſiſt upon the parti- 
_ culars; but actions Spiritual are of ſo 
nice and immaterial conſideration, 
that both not to be deceiv'd, and to 
; diſcoverit when we are deceived, are 
| matters of no ſmall difficulty, 
| You may ſee in little, that a Man 
| maygoa great way in Piety, and yet 
{ notenter into Heaven, What then 
ſhall we think of ſuch perſons, whoſe 
Piety hath no more age than a Fly ; 
no more labour in it than walking in a 
ſhadow ; no more expence than in the 
farthing-alms of the ſtreet or high- 
way;no more Devotion than going to 
G 2 Chureh 
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Church on Sundays 5 no more Ju- 
ſtice than in preſerving the rules of 
Civil Society. and obeying the com- 
pulfion of Laws ; no more Mortifi- 

ation than faſting upon a Friday, 
without denying one Luſt, and the 
importunity of ſinful Defires? Theſe 
certainly are far from entring into 
the Gate, becauſe they are far from 
ſtriving to enter. And yet there want 
not ſome Men, will not do a quar- 
ter of tnis, and yet would ſpit in 
your face if you ſhould put them in 
doubt or queſtion their Salvation. 
Some Men are fo fond as to think 
Heaven is intv}'d upon a Se or an 
Opinion, and then nothing is want- 
ing to them, when they once have 
entred their name into thar perivratt- 
On, Some are confident thev {halt 
be ſaved becauſe of their good moan. 
ing , and they think they mean well, 
becauſe they underitansg nothing, 
and in the mcan tia ietulg not any 
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| ( 85 ) 
opportunity to an evil. Alas, chey 
cannot help 1 it, Fleſh and Blood is 
| frail; for who can forgive him that 
| hath undone me and : my Family 2 
| *Tis true indeed, I ſhould, if you 
ſpeak like a Divinc,bur we have Flcih 
and Blood about us: Alas, I hate 
Drunkenneſs, and i am never intem- 
perate ior love of the Drink, but 
when a Man is in company he can- 
not do as he would do. And yet, 
theſe Men will think to go to He-- 
; ven,and yer will not doſo muci for 
it as either decline the company and 
opportunity ot it, or the inconveni- 
| cncesof it. Flcſhand Blood is the 
| excuſe, and ye. we remember not, 
that Fleſh and Blood cannot inherit 
the Kingdom cf God ; but we by m :k- 
ing it to > be our excuſe, hope to center 
the rather for it. 
Remember thoſe great words aa 
terrible, ſpoken by = Oracle, by tac 
Bleſlcd St, Peter ; I” the Rihteo:: 
G } fſearcrt 
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( 36 ) 
ſearcely be ſaved, where ſhall the wick- 
ed and Sinner appear © If attermuch 
ſtriving many FA ſhort, and the Beſt 
is to work out his Salvation with 
tear and trembling, What confidence | 
can they have, that are indifferent in 
their Religion, that have no engage- 
ment to it but cuſtom, no monitors 
but Sermons and the checks of a 
drowſy Conſcience,no fruits of it-but 
not to be accounted a Man without a 
Religion * But as fora holy lite they 
are as far from it as from doing Mi- 
racles; and he thatis ſo and remains 
ſo, no Miracle will ſave him, Theſe 
are the Men that when the Eternal 
ſcrutiny ſhall come, then they ſhall 
ſeek; forthey never ſeek till then to 
enter; and then it is as fruitleſs as it 
 islate,as ineffectual as unreaſonable, 
 Chriſtis the Way, and the Truth, 
and the Light, and he that openeth 
only the way for us togo in there, 
whither himſelf is entred before : 
| 1 


(87) 
if we ſirive according to his holy 
Injun@ions, we ſhall certainly en- 


ter according to his holy Promiſes, 
but elſe upon no Condition, 
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